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who should be required to furnish to the owner written reports
on the condition of the drains. The age of the drains gives some
indication of the care exercised in their construction for, within
recent years, this has been dealt with in Building Acts and Bye-
laws of public authorities. Drains over twenty years old call for
cautious treatment as certainly does cess pool sanitation.
STOPCOCK RISKS
The stopcock risk, namely, the risk of accidents caused by
defects in the stopcock controlling the water supply, is practically
confined to houses and small shops, but wherever stopcocks
exist the surveyor should satisfy himself that the caps are
adequately secured, and that the box is otherwise complete and
not likely to cause accidents by reason of careless setting.
GENERAL THIRD PARTY RISKS
The risks to be surveyed range from small factories, of the
converted dwelling house type, to large undertakings which
require the use of many acres of land and numerous buildings
and a diversity of trade processes.
In practically every instance, the occupier, on whose behalf
the policy is to be issued, is responsible for the upkeep of build-
ings and the features mentioned in connection with property
owners' risks, therefore, apply to general third party surveys.
In addition, however, the surveyor must deal with all those
other factors inseparable from any business undertaking which
may give rise to accidents, of one kind or another, to persons
not in the service of the proposer who may have occasion to
visit the premises or to use highways and paths adjoining or
passing through them.
The work undertaken in respect of which an indemnity is
provided often takes place away from the insured's own premises
and, if possible, the surveyor should take an opportunity to
witness work in progress. Builders and contractors, electricians,
engineers of various branches, plumbers and many others, may
incur very little third party risk on their own premises, which
may rarely be visited by others, but when carrying out their
work elsewhere the risk of accidents to third parties may be
considerable.
Insurers need to know what factors render accidents likely by
reason of the type of business (related to the number of third
parties likely to visit the premises), and how accidents may be
minimised by the recommendation of reasonable precautions. It
is useless for the surveyor to make suggestions for improvements

